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BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, TECH, SP 

SUBJECT: EXPLOSION AT LEMONIZ NUCLEAR PLANT CONSTRUCTION 
SITE 

REF: MADRID 3901 (NOTAL); 3898 (NOTAL); 2294 (NOTAL) 

1 . AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS THAT THE DEATH TOLL FROM THE 
MARCH 17 BLAST AT THE LEMONIZ SITE NEAR BILBAO REMAINS 
AT 2, WITH THE 14 INJURED ALL OUT OF DANGER. HE REPORTS 
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FURTHER THAT, ACCORDING TO A WESTINGHOUSE OFFICIAL AT THE 
SITE, THE EXPLOSION WILL SET BACK CONSTRUCTION FROM SIX 
TO TWELVE MONTHS. IT COMPLETELY DESTROYED 1 OF THE PLANT'S 
3 STEAM GENERATORS, EACH WORTH ABOUT US$1 MILLION, AND DID 
PERHAPS ANOTHER US$1 -2 MILLION IN DAMAGE. 

2. WORKERS AT THE SITE REPORTEDLY ARE HOLDING ASSEMBLIES 
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TODAY, AND IT APPEARS THAT THEY WILL NOT GO BACK TO 
WORK UNTIL AFTER EASTER. HOWEVER, IBERDUERO, THE UTILITY 
COMPANY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LEMONIZ INSTALLATION, HAS 
GIVEN EVERY INDICATION THAT IT INTENDS TO GO AHEAD WITH 
THE PROJECT, AND THE WORKERS THEMSELVES, AMCONSUL BILBAO 
ADVISES, ALSO HAVE STATED THEIR INTENTION TO RETURN TO 
WORK, SINCE THEIR LIVELIHOOD DEPENDS ON IT AND THEY 
CONSIDER ANOTHER SUCH ATTACK UNLIKELY. 

3. THE FATALITIES, AND THE FACT THAT THEY WERE DEFENSE- 
LESS BASQUE WORKERS, HAVE RESULTED IN AN UNPRECEDENTED 
BARRAGE OF CRITICISM LEVELED AT THE BASQUE TERRORIST ETA. 
ALTHOUGH THE ULTRA-LEFT ORGANIZATION HAS NOT DISSEMINATED 
THE USUAL EXPLANATORY COMMUNIQUE TAKING RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE EXPLOSION, THE CALLER WHO WARNED A BILBAO RADIO 
STATION OF THE IMPENDING BLAST ABOUT 10 MINUTES BEFORE 
IT TOOK PLACE REPORTEDLY IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A MEMBER 
OF ETA, AND EVERYONE ASSUMES THAT ETA WAS INDEED 
RESPONSIBLE. THE BASQUE GENERAL COUNCIL, ALL OF THE MAJOR 
POLITICAL PARTIES, ALL OF THE SIGNIFICANT LABOR UNIONS, 

AND EVEN "H.A.S.I.," A SMALL ULTRA-LEFT BASQUE NATIONALIST 
PARTY.HAVE STRONGLY DENOUNCED THE BOMBING. ALL IN ALL, 
AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS, THE ATTACK APPEARS TO HAVE 
EXHAUSTED WHAT RESIDUE OF GOOD WILL REMAINED IN THE 
BASQUE PROVINCES FOR THE INCREASINGLY ISOLATED TERRORIST 
GROUP. THIS GROWING ISOLATION IS UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, TO 
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BRING AN END TO ETA VIOLENCE IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, 
UNLESS IT LEADS TO THE TERRORISTS' APPREHENSION. STABLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSTRUCTION, NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS, EXPLOSIONS, NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MADRID03048 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 34-1 143, D7801 23-0356 

Format: TEL 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780348/aaaaboas.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 324af2c3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MADRID 3901 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3269816 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXPLOSION AT LEMONIZ NUCLEAR PLANT CONSTRUCTION SITE 
TAGS: PINS, TECH, SP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/324af2c3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



